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Background

 
In 2017 Selective Asia (SA) began supporting World Land Trust’s (WLT) Carbon Balanced project 

in North-Central Vietnam, where WLT is working with Viet Nature Conservation Centre (VNCC) 

to protect a 20,000 hectare fragment of Annamite Lowland Forest.  

A tour provider specialising in tailor-made holidays and guided tours in Asia, SA had collected 

contributions from their clients to offset their flights through a tree-planting scheme in Thailand. 

After the organisation ran into financial difficulties, SA sought an alternative scheme and 

partnered with WLT in 2016, donating £25,000 to WLT’s project Khe Nuoc Trong project in 

Vietnam. In 2017, the donation was split between ongoing protection activities in Khe Nuoc Trong 

and a fruit-tree planting pilot project in the communities surrounding the project area.  

In addition, Selective Asia has agreed to offset their customer’s flights through the project in 

Vietnam going forwards. WLT would like to thank SA for their support of the project and WLT’s 

Carbon Balanced Programme.  

Khe Nuoc Trong 

Lying in the Annamite Mountain Range 

of Quang Binh Province in North 

Central Vietnam, Khe Nuoc Trong 

(KNT) is one of the best remaining 

fragments of Annamite Lowland 

Evergreen Forest in the world. The 

reserve protects around 20,000 

hectares of this highly threatened 

forest type, and falls within one of the 

most biologically important areas of 

the world, the Indo-Burma Hotspot.  Limestone Karst landscape in Khe Nuoc Trong © Viet Nature Conservation Centre  



The forest boasts an impressive array of species, of which 44 are listed as threatened, including 

a number of Endangered and Critically Endangered species such as Sunda Pangolin (Manis 

javanica, CR), Bourret’s Box Turtle (Cuora bourreti, CR) and three Endangered primates; the Red-

shanked Douc (Pygathrix nemaeus), Southern White-cheeked Gibbon (Nomascus siki) and the 

Hatinh Langur (Trachypithecus hatinhensis). KNT also falls within the Annamite Lowlands 

Endemic Bird Area (EBA), an area recognised due to the presence of restricted-range species of 

birds such as the Edward’s Pheasant (Lophura edwardsii, CR) and the Crested Argus (Rheinardia 

ocellata, VU). The Annamites are also home to a number of large and threatened mammals which 

have only been described by science within the last 25 years, and are believed to be some of the 

rarest in the world, being found nowhere else including the Giant Muntjac (Muntiacus 

vuquangensis, CR), the Annamite Striped Rabbit (Nesolagus timminsi, DD) and the Saola 

(Pseudoryx nghetinhensis, CR).  

In recognition of the critical ecosystem services that it provides, including providing clean water 

and stabilising soil against flooding, KNT was designated as a Watershed Protection Forest (WPF) 

in 2008. Although logging and poaching is technically illegal, the forest has been heavily degraded 

from historical legal logging and since becoming a WPF, illicit timber extraction and poaching still 

takes place. WLT’s partner in Vietnam, VNCC is working to elevate KNT’s level of protection to 

that of a Nature Reserve, at which point the local authorities have agreed to officially designate 

KNT, incorporating it into the Vietnamese protected area network. By alleviating the pressures 

on the forest, it will absorb and store CO₂ as it recovers, with degraded areas reverting back to 

rich forest.  

Enforcement and Protection 

Maintaining protection on the ground is a core activity of the project and financial support 

given to the local authorities to increase their resources in 2017 has allowed for regular 

patrolling in conjunction with VNCC’s rangers. This collaboration between VNCC and the local 

authorities, coupled with increased public awareness and advocacy on behalf of VNCC has 

resulted in KNT coming one step closer to becoming a Nature Reserve, with the Quang Binh 

Provincial People’s Committee requesting that the provincial Department of Agriculture and 

Rural Development resubmit the proposal for the formal establishment of KNT as a Nature 

Reserve. This is much sooner than WLT anticipated, and if the bid is successful then the project 

will have achieved its core aim of raising the status of KNT to a Special Use Forest where it will 

be recognised as a Nature Reserve, affording it greater resources and protection by the 

government.  
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Conservation Planning and management 

Since 2011, VNCC has been carrying out camera trap surveys in KNT and in 2017 two species 

never before photographed in the reserve before were recorded; Gaur (Bos gaurus, VU) and Grey 

Peacock-pheasant (Polyplectron bicalcaratum). The only previous evidence of their presence was 

from pheasant remains in snares and footprints on the Southern limit of the reserve from Gaur. 

To date, 18 species that are globally threatened have been recorded using camera traps, and in 

2017 VNCC’s camera traps 

recorded footage of an Annamite 

Striped Rabbit (Nesolagus 

timminsi, DD), an extremely 

elusive species that is endemic to 

the forest of the Annamites, and 

only discovered in the last 25 

years. One of only two species 

within the Nesolagus genus, very 

little is known about the Annamite 

Striped Rabbit and is believed to be 

the world’s rarest rabbit.  

Camera trapping allows Viet 

Nature to build up a picture of the species present in the reserve, as well as to monitor them, and 

is particularly useful for species which are more elusive. In addition to camera trap surveys, in 

2017 VNCC carried out an assessment of the population and status of the Red-shanked Douc and 

the Crested Argus. The Red-shanked Douc survey confirmed that KNT and surrounding forests 

are not only a key area for primates (home 

to significant populations of Southern 

White-cheeked Gibbons and Hatinh 

Langurs) but holds the largest population of 

Red-shanked Doucs in Vietnam. The survey 

team observed and counted around 1,000 

Red-shanked Doucs which puts the 

extrapolated number of individuals over 

the entire area at up to 4,000 individuals. 

These findings, along with the results of the 

Red-shanked Douc in Khe Nuoc Trong © Viet Nature Conservation Centre 

Grey Peacock Pheasant photographed using a camera trap in Khe Nuoc Trong © 

Viet Nature Conservation Centre 



Crested Argus survey will be used to build a baseline of the biodiversity present in the forest, 

which can be monitored against in the future.  

In 2017, fieldwork associated with the University of Leeds (UoL) PhD to research the impact of 

forest degradation on lowland tropical forests in Vietnam continued. Viet Nature staff, in 

conjunction with UoL, constructed and fitted dendrometers (which are used to calculate 

biomass), collected soil samples and set up logging transects to estimate historical logging levels. 

Data collected will be used to establish a climate baseline, which will monitored against in the 

future. Along with the biodiversity baseline (and a community baseline to be completed), the 

climate baseline will form part of the basis for project design documentation that WLT plans to 

submit to the Climate, Community and Biodiversity Alliance (CCBA). WLT is seeking third-party 

certification from the CCBA to prove that the project provides net-positive benefits to the 

climate, to communities and to biodiversity.  

Community development and engagement 

Although there are no inhabitants within KNT itself, a community of around 4,000 people live 

within Kim Thuy commune and five villages border the reserve. These communities consist 

mostly of the Van Kieu ethnic group and as many households sit below the poverty line, they rely 

heavily on the forest. As well as providing environmental education to local schools and in-kind 

support (such as providing free notebooks, textbooks, teaching aids), Viet Nature’s work 

benefitted local communities through training and providing employment opportunities. 

Members of the local community, including those in ‘community forest conservation groups’ set 

up by VNCC were provided with field clothes, sandals and training while accompanying VNCC 

staff on various field trips including regular patrols, camera trap surveys and carbon assessment 

surveys.  

Infrastructural improvements 

In May 2017 construction of a new field office was completed. Security cameras, fences and 

other small infrastructural improvements were installed in the latter half of the year.  The new 

office, located in Le Thuy District will provide Viet Nature’s field staff with a base closer to Khe 

Nuoc Trong (previously they were located in Dong Hoi, the provincial capital). 
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Fruit-tree planting pilot 

Half of the funds donated by SA were used to fund a fruit tree planting pilot project in the 

communities surrounding KNT. Before planting began,  and in conjunction with the local 

district’s agro-forestry unit, VNCC carried out consultations and training with the selected 

communities that border Khe Nuoc Trong, to decide on the most appropriate species to plant in 

each of the villages and how to properly plant them. 

In September, approximately 

2,500 fruit-tree seedlings were 

distributed to households to the 

East of KNT and then in 

December, planting was 

extended to 74 households in 

Rum-Ho village in Kim Thuy 

commune on the Western side 

of KNT, where over 1,500 

seedlings were distributed. Tree 

species included orange, guava, 

mango, grapefruit, and jack-fruit 

but the final combination of 

species planted varied from 

household to household.  

In total, over 4,100 seedlings 

were planted, benefitting 192 

households or around 760 

people in five villages bordering 

the reserve. The pilot aims to 

trial the use of fruit-trees as a 

community benefit and to give 

an incentive to reduce pressure 

on the forest in KNT, 

‘compensating’ them for the 

lost opportunity cost from the 

forest.  

Members of local communities receiving training on planting © Viet Nature 

Conservation Centre 

Saplings in nursery © Viet Nature Conservation Centre 


